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1
Extremely
This tract ranks as one of the ten highest areas of importance for
significant
Porcupine caribou requirements in the lease sale. We recommend not
leasing this tract under any circumstances owing to the type, frequency,
and intensity of use by the Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts predicted by
Russell and Gunn (2019) that are likely to occur to the herd from
development in the program area have the highest risk if development
occurs in this specific tract.
Tract 1 is used significantly for calving (May 26-June 10) and postcalving (June 11-30) on an almost annual basis. The tract is also
significant for migration movements as the caribou pass through this
area as they move into and out of the remaining tracts. This tract is often
the area where the first caribou arrive in the spring, which is significant,
as leaders will help determine where the herd calves for the year.
Impacts on the lead animals can be disproportionate. The herd also
makes significant use of this tract in early summer (July 1-15) and is one
of the most frequently used areas in the program area during the midsummer period (July 16-August 7).
2

Extremely
significant

This tract ranks one of the ten highest areas of importance for Porcupine
caribou requirements. We recommend not leasing this tract under any
circumstances owing to the type, frequency, and intensity of use by the
Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts predicted by Russell and Gunn (2019)
that are likely to occur to the herd from development in the program area
have the highest risk if development occurs in this specific tract.
Tract 2 is used significantly for calving (May 26-June 10) and postcalving (June 11-30) on an almost annual basis. This tract is often the
area where the first caribou arrive in the spring, which is significant, as
leaders will help determine where the herd calves for the year.
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Impacts on the lead animals can be disproportionate. The herd also
makes significant use of this tract in early summer (July 1-15) and is one
of the most frequently used tracts in the program area during the midsummer period (July 16-August 7). This tract contains a known historic
polar bear den site.
3

Extremely
significant

This tract ranks one of the ten highest areas of importance for Porcupine
caribou requirements. We recommend not leasing this tract under any
circumstances owing to the type, frequency, and intensity of use by the
Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts predicted by Russell and Gunn (2019)
that are likely to occur to the herd from development in the program area
have the highest risk if development occurs in this specific tract.
Tract 3 is used significantly for calving (May 26-June 10) and postcalving (June 11-30) on an almost annual basis. This tract is also
significant for migration movements as caribou pass through this area as
they move into and out of the remaining tracts. This tract is often the
area where the first caribou arrive in the spring, which is significant, as
leaders will help determine where the herd calves for the year. Impacts
on the lead animals can be disproportionate. The herd also makes
significant use of this tract in early Summer (July 1-15) and it sees the
highest use in mid-summer (July 16-August 7).

4

Extremely
significant

This tract ranks one of the ten highest areas of importance for Porcupine
caribou requirements. We recommend not leasing this tract under any
circumstances owing to the type, frequency, and intensity of use by the
Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts predicted by Russell and Gunn (2019)
that are likely to occur to the herd from development in the program area
have the highest risk if development occurs in this specific tract.
Tract 4 is used significantly for calving (May 26-June 10) on an almost
annual basis and post-calving (June 11-30) between every year and
every other year on average. The tract is also significant for migration
movements as caribou pass through this area as they move into and out
of the remaining tracts. The herd also makes significant use of this tract
on average every fourth year during the early summer period (July 1-15)
and it sees similar use during the mid-summer period (July 16-August 7).

5

Extremely
significant

This tract ranks one of the ten highest areas of importance for Porcupine
caribou requirements. We recommend not leasing this tract under any
circumstances owing to the type, frequency, and intensity of use by the
Porcupine caribou herd.
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Impacts predicted by Russell and Gunn (2019) that are likely to occur to
the herd from development in the program area have the highest risk if
development occurs in this specific tract.

6

Highly
significant

Tract 5 is used significantly for calving (May 26-June 10) and postcalving (June 11-30) between every year, and every other year on
average. The tract is also significant for migration movements as caribou
pass through this area as they move into and out of the remaining tracts.
This tract is often the area where the first caribou arrive in the spring,
which is significant, as leaders will help determine where the herd calves
for the year. The herd also makes significant use of this tract on average
every fifth year during the early Summer period (July 1-15) and it sees
slightly less use than this during the mid-summer period (July 16-August
7).
This tract is needed by the Porcupine caribou to meet their life
requirements. We recommend not leasing this tract owing to the type,
frequency, and intensity of use by the Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts
predicted by Russell and Gunn (2019) that are likely to occur to the herd
from development in the program area have a high risk if development
occurs in this specific tract.
Tract 6 is used significantly for calving (May 26-June 10) and postcalving (June 11-30) between every second to third year. The tract is also
significant for migration movements as caribou pass through this area as
they move into and out of the remaining tracts. This tract is often the
area where the first caribou arrive in the spring, which is significant, as
leaders will help determine where the herd calves for the year. The herd
makes use of this tract a little less than every fifth year during the early
summer period (July 1-15) and it sees slightly less use than this during
the mid-summer period (July 16-August 7).
This tract contains a high potential for polar bear denning habitat, some
of which has been used by polar bears to den in previously.

7

Highly
significant

This tract is needed by the Porcupine caribou to meet their life
requirements. We recommend not leasing this tract owing to the type,
frequency, and intensity of use by the Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts
predicted by Russell and Gunn (2019) that are likely to occur to the herd
from development in the program area have a high risk if development
occurs in this specific tract.
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Tract 7 is used significantly for calving (May 26-June 10) on average
every other year and post-calving (June 11-30) every fourth year with
some portions being used every other year. The herd makes more use of
this tract in summer as it frequents the tract every third year in the early
summer period (July 1-15) and slightly less than this during the midsummer period (July 16-August 7).
This tract has limited polar bear habitat but it has been used by polar
bears to den in previous years.
8

Extremely
significant

This tract ranks as one of the ten highest areas of importance for
Porcupine caribou requirements. We recommend not leasing this tract
under any circumstances owing to the type, frequency, and intensity of
use by the Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts predicted by Russell and
Gunn (2019) that are likely to occur to the herd from development in the
program area have the highest risk if development occurs in this specific
tract.
Tract 8 is used significantly for calving (May 26-June 10) with some
portions being used 3 out of every 4 years. Post-calving (June 11-30)
occurs in this tract every fourth year with some portions being used
every other year or more. The herd makes more use of this tract in
summer as it frequents the tract every third year in the early summer
period (July 1-15) and slightly less than this during the mid-summer
period (July 16-August 7).
This tract has been used by polar bears to den in previously.

9

Extremely
significant

This tract ranks as one of the ten highest areas of importance for
Porcupine caribou requirements. We recommend not leasing this tract
under any circumstances owing to the type, frequency, and intensity of
use by the Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts predicted by Russell and
Gunn (2019) that are likely to occur to the herd from development in the
program area have the highest risk if development occurs in this specific
tract.
Tract 9 is used significantly for calving (May 26-June 10) with some
portions used 3 out of 4 years, while post-calving (June 11-30) occurs
every fourth year with some portions being used every other year or
more. The herd makes more use of this tract in summer with it
frequenting the tract every third year in the early summer period (July 115) and sees slightly less use than this during the mid-summer period
(July 16-August 7).
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Within the program area, polar bears have used this tract to den on
slightly more than average relative to other tracts in the program area,
indicating significant efforts will be required to ensure polar bears are not
impacted.
10

Extremely
significant

This tract ranks as one of the ten highest areas of importance for
Porcupine caribou requirements. We recommend not leasing this tract
under any circumstances owing to the type, frequency, and intensity of
use by the Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts predicted by Russell and
Gunn (2019) that are likely to occur to the herd from development in the
program area have the highest risk if development occurs in this specific
tract.
Tract 10 is used significantly for calving (May 26-June 10) with some
portions being used 3 out of every 4 years. Post-calving (June 11-30)
use occurs in this tract every fourth year, with some portions being used
every other year or more. The herd makes more use of this tract in
summer as it frequents the tract every third year in the early summer
period (July 1-15) and slightly less than this during the mid-summer
period (July 16-August 7).
This tract contains a moderate quantity of polar bear denning habitat and
is immediately adjacent to a number of documented den sites. It is
anticipated that polar bears may also den in this tract.

11

Extremely
significant

This tract ranks as one of the ten highest areas of importance for
Porcupine caribou requirements. We recommend not leasing this tract
under any circumstances owing to the type, frequency, and intensity of
use by the Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts predicted by Russell and
Gunn (2019) that are likely to occur to the herd from development in the
program area have the highest risk if development occurs in this specific
tract.
Tract 11 is used significantly for calving (May 26-June 10) with most
portions used 3 out of every 4 years. Post-calving (June 11-30) use
occurs in this tract every other year. The herd makes use of this tract
every fourth year in the early summer period (July 1-15) and it sees
slightly less use than this during the mid-summer period (July 16-August
7). During migration to calving areas, this tract lies on the edge of the
main migratory pathway.
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This tract has a moderate proportion of potential polar bear denning
habitat.
12

Extremely
significant

This tract ranks as one of the ten highest areas of importance for
Porcupine caribou requirements. We recommend not leasing this tract
under any circumstances owing to the type, frequency, and intensity of
use by the Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts predicted by Russell and
Gunn (2019) that are likely to occur to the herd from development in the
program area have the highest risk if development occurs in this specific
tract.
Tract 12 is used significantly for calving (May 26-June 10) as, on
average, the caribou use it every other year with some portions used 3
out of every 4 years. Post-calving (June 11-30) use occurs in this tract
every other year. The herd makes more use of this tract in summer. It
uses it every fifth year in the early summer period (July 1-15) and slightly
less than this during the mid-summer period (July 16-August 7). In some
years, the main migratory movement to calving areas occurs directly
through this tract.
This tract contains moderate quantities of polar bear denning habitat that
are adjacent to documented den locations.

13

Highly
significant

This tract is needed by the Porcupine caribou to meet their life
requirements. We recommend not leasing this tract owing to the type,
frequency, and intensity of use by the Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts
predicted by Russell and Gunn (2019) that are likely to occur to the herd
from development in the program area have a high risk if development
occurs in this specific tract.
Tract 13 is used significantly for calving (May 26-June 10) and postcalving (June 11-30) with use during these periods occurring, on
average, greater than every third year, approaching every other year in
portions of the tract. The herd makes use of these habitats in both the
early summer period (July 1-15) and mid-summer period (July 16-August
7), although summer use is far less frequent than in other tracts. During
the spring migration to calving grounds, this tract is nearing the terminus
of the main migratory pathway for the herd. We anticipate this tract will
see more significant use during calving and post-calving in the future
based on work completed by Russell and Gunn (2019).
This tract has some potential polar bear denning habitat and has had
historic polar bear denning in previous years.
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14

Highly
significant

This tract is needed by the Porcupine caribou to meet their life
requirements. We recommend not leasing this tract owing to the type,
frequency, and intensity of use by the Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts
predicted by Russell and Gunn (2019) that are likely to occur to the herd
from development in the program area have a high risk if development
occurs in this specific tract.
Portions of tract 14 are used for calving (May 26-June 10) as frequently
as every 3 to 4 years. However, this area sees frequent use during the
post-calving (June 11-30) period with use averaging every third year.
The herd makes use of these habitats every tenth year relatively equally
in both the early summer period (July 1-15) and mid-summer period (July
16-August 7). During the spring migration to calving grounds, this tract
is nearing the terminus of the main migratory pathway for the herd. We
anticipate this tract will see more significant use during calving and postcalving in the future based on work completed by Russell and Gunn
(2019).
This tract has some potential polar bear denning habitat, has historic
dens documented in its bounds and is adjacent to some of the most
frequently used land denning sites in the South Beaufort.

15

Highly
significant

This tract is needed by the Porcupine caribou to meet their life
requirements. We recommend not leasing this tract owing to the type,
frequency, and intensity of use by the Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts
predicted by Russell and Gunn (2019) that are likely to occur to the herd
from development in the program area have a high risk if development
occurs in this specific tract.
Portions of tract 15 are used for calving (May 26-June 10) as frequently
as every 4 to 5 years. Post-calving (June 11-30) use averages every third
year but can be more frequent in portions of the tract. The herd makes
use of early summer habitats (July 1-15) up to every fifth year while its
frequency of use declines slightly over the mid-summer period (July 16August 7). During the spring migration to calving grounds, this tract is
nearing the terminus of the main migratory pathway for the herd. We
anticipate this tract will see more significant use during calving and postcalving in the future based on work completed by Russell and Gunn
(2019).
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This tract has some potential polar bear denning habitat and is adjacent
to some of the most frequently used land denning areas in the South
Beaufort.
16

Moderately
significant

This tract is used by the Porcupine caribou between calving (May 26June 10) and mid-summer (June 11-30); however, the herd’s use is
primarily during the post-calving period (June 11-30) and early summer
(July 1-15) period when the herd occasionally aggregates this far west.
Use during post-calving may be as frequent as every third year in
portions of the tract. While habitats in this area are not used as
frequently as those further east, when the herd does use these habitats
their use is significant. Large post-calving aggregations can occur in this
area and will likely increase in the future based on predictions by Russell
and Gunn (2019).

17

Lower
significance

This tract is used by the Porcupine caribou between calving (May 26June 10) and mid-summer (June 11-30), however its use is generally
light.
This tract has had previous documented polar bear denning in it.

18

Highly
significant

This tract is needed by the Porcupine caribou to meet their life
requirements. We recommend not leasing this tract owing to the type,
frequency, and intensity of use by the Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts
predicted by Russell and Gunn (2019) that are likely to occur to the herd
from development in the program area have a high risk if development
occurs in this specific tract.
Tract 18 is used significantly for calving (May 26-June 10) with use
during this period occurring, on average, just less than every other year.
Some portions of the tract may be used in every 2 out of 3 years. Postcalving (June 11-30) activities occur in this tract every fourth year but
some portions are used as frequently as every third year. The herd makes
frequent use (every third year) of portions of this tract for the early
summer period (July 1-15). During the mid-summer period (July 16August 7) the herd frequents the tract every fourth year and as high as
every third year in some portions. The herd’s use in the mid-summer
declines to approximately every seventh year. In some years, the main
migratory movement to calving areas occurs on the south edge of this
tract.
This tract has a high proportion of potential polar bear denning habitat
available and denning is known to occur in adjacent habitats.
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Highly
significant
19

This tract is needed by the Porcupine caribou to meet their life
requirements. We recommend not leasing this tract owing to the type,
frequency, and intensity of use by the Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts
predicted by Russell and Gunn (2019) that are likely to occur to the herd
from development in the program area have a high risk if development
occurs in this specific tract.
Tract 19 is used significantly for calving (May 26-June 10) with use
during this period occurring, on average, just less than every other year.
Some portions of the tract may be used in 2 out of every 3 years. Postcalving (June 11-30) activities occur in this tract every fourth year but
portions are used as frequently as every third year. The herd makes
frequent use (every third year) of portions of this tract for the early
summer period (July 1-15). During the mid-summer period (July 16August 7), the herd frequents the tract every fourth year and as high as
every third year in some portions. The herd’s use in mid-summer declines
to approximately every seventh year. In some years, the main migratory
movement to calving areas occurs on the south edge of this tract.
This tract has limited potential polar bear denning habitat available
however has historic denning documented within its bounds near its
northern boundary.

20

Highly
significant

This tract is needed by the Porcupine caribou to meet their life
requirements. We recommend not leasing this tract owing to the type,
frequency, and intensity of use by the Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts
predicted by Russell and Gunn (2019) that are likely to occur to the herd
from development in the program area have a high risk if development
occurs in this specific tract.
Tract 20 is used significantly for calving (May 26-June 10) with use
during this period occurring, on average, just less than every other year.
Some portions of the tract may be used in 2 out of every 3 years. Postcalving (June 11-30) activities occur in this tract every third year but
some portions are used as frequently as every other year. The herd
makes frequent use (every third year) of portions of this tract for the early
summer period (July 1-15). During the mid-summer period (July 16August 7), the herd frequents the tract in every fourth year and as high
as every third year for some portions. The herd’s use in mid-summer
declines to approximately every seventh year. In some years, the main
migratory movement to calving areas occurs on the south edge of this
tract.
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This tract has a moderate amount of potential polar bear denning habitat
and portions are relatively close to the coast, increasing the probability
that these habitats will be used.
21

Highly
significant

This tract is needed by the Porcupine caribou to meet their life
requirements. We recommend not leasing this tract owing to the type,
frequency, and intensity of use by the Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts
predicted by Russell and Gunn (2019) that are likely to occur to the herd
from development in the program area have a high risk if development
occurs in this specific tract.
Tract 21 is used significantly for calving (May 26-June 10) with use
during this period occurring, on average, just less than every other year.
Some portions of the tract may be used in every 2 out of 3 years. Postcalving (June 11-30) activities occurs in this tract every fourth year but
portions are used as frequently as every third year. The herd makes
frequent use (every third year) of portions of this tract for the early
summer period (July 1-15). During the mid-summer period (July 16August 7), the herd frequents the tract in every fourth year and as high
as every third year in some portions. The herd’s use in mid-summer
declines to approximately every seventh year. In some years, the main
migratory movement to calving areas occurs on the south edge of this
tract. With changing environmental conditions, we expect this tract will
be used even more significantly in the future than has been documented
to date, meaning this tract will likely become even more critical to the
herd.
This tract has moderate potential polar bear denning habitat available in
the project area and a den has been located within its bounds.

22

Extremely
significant

This tract is needed by the Porcupine caribou to meet their life
requirements. We recommend not leasing this tract owing to the type,
frequency, and intensity of use by the Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts
predicted by Russell and Gunn (2019) that are likely to occur to the herd
from development in the program area have a high risk if development
occurs in this specific tract. In addition, this tract is one the most
significant tracts with respect to denning by polar bears in the program
area. It is part of one of the most significant areas for polar bear land
denning in the South Beaufort polar bear subpopulation with all
indicators pointing towards increased use. The complexity and duration
of just these two values in this tract should preclude it from further
consideration.
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Tract 22 is used significantly for calving (May 26-June 10) with use
during this period occurring, on average, every third year. Some portions
of the tract may be used every other year. Post-calving (June 11-30)
activities occur in this tract every third year but portions are used as
frequently as every other year. The herd is present in this tract every fifth
year on average during the early summer period (July 1-15). Mid-summer
(July 16-August 7) use occurs but is less common. In some years, the
main migratory movement to calving areas occurs on the south edge of
this tract.
This tract has a high proportion of potential polar bear denning habitat
and is tied for the tract with the second most denning locations. Denning
locations are dispersed through the northern half of the tract but polar
bear habitat occurs throughout the tract.

23

Extremely
significant

This tract is needed by the Porcupine caribou to meet their life
requirements. We recommend not leasing this tract owing to the type,
frequency, and intensity of use by the Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts
predicted by Russell and Gunn (2019) that are likely to occur to the herd
from development in the program area have a high risk if development
occurs in this specific tract. In addition, this tract is the most significant
tract with respect to denning by polar bears in the program area. It also
ranks as one of the most significant areas for polar bear land denning in
the South Beaufort polar bear subpopulation with all indicators pointing
towards increased use. The complexity and duration of just these two
values in this tract should preclude it from further consideration.
Tract 23 is used significantly for Porcupine caribou calving (May 26-June
10) with use during this period occurring, on average, every fourth year.
Some portions of the tract may be used every third year. Post-calving
(June 11-30) activities occur at least every third year. The herd makes
use of these habitats in both the early summer period (July 1-15) and
mid-summer period (July 16-August 7), although far less frequently than
in other tracts.
This tract has a high proportion of potential polar bear denning habitat
and has the most denning locations in the project area. Locations of dens
are spread throughout the tract meaning mitigating impacts will be
challenging if not impossible.
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24

Highly
significant

This tract is needed by the Porcupine caribou to meet their life
requirements and we anticipate is use will only become more common
with current environmental trajectories in the region. We recommend not
leasing this tract owing to the type, frequency, and intensity of use by the
Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts predicted by Russell and Gunn (2019)
that are likely to occur to the herd from development in the program area
have a high risk if development occurs in this specific tract.
Portions of tract 24 are used for calving (May 26-June 10) as frequently
as every 3-4 years. However, this area sees significant use during the
post-calving (June 11-30) period with use averaging between every
second and third year. The herd makes use of these habitats in both the
early summer period (July 1-15) and mid-summer period (July 16-August
7), although far less frequently than in other tracts. We anticipate this
tract will see more significant use during calving and post-calving in the
future based on work completed by Russell and Gunn (2019).
This tract has a moderate proportion of potential polar bear denning
habitat but has historic dens documented within its bounds.

25

Highly
significant

This tract is needed by the Porcupine caribou to meet their life
requirements and we anticipate is use will only become more common
with current environmental trajectories in the region. We recommend not
leasing this tract owing to the type, frequency, and intensity of use by the
Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts predicted by Russell and Gunn (2019)
that are likely to occur to the herd from development in the program area
have a high risk if development occurs in this specific tract.
Portions of tract 25 are used for calving (May 26-June 10) although not
as frequently as areas further south or southeast. This tract sees
significant use during the post-calving (June 11-30) period with use
averaging between every second and third year. The herd makes use of
these habitats in both the early summer period (July 1-15) and midsummer period (July 16-August 7) although far less frequently than in
other tracts. We anticipate this tract will see more significant use during
calving and post-calving in the future based on work completed by
Russell and Gunn (2019).
This tract has a lower proportion of potential polar bear denning habitat,
however its proximity to other key denning habitats and the coast
increase its potential importance for polar bear.
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26

Highly
significant

This tract is needed by the Porcupine caribou to meet their life
requirements. We recommend not leasing this tract owing to the type,
frequency, and intensity of use by the Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts
predicted by Russell and Gunn (2019) that are likely to occur to the herd
from development in the program area have a high risk if development
occurs in this specific tract.
Portions of tract 26 are used for calving (May 26-June 10) although not
as frequently as areas further south or southeast. This tract sees frequent
use during the post-calving (June 11-30) period with use averaging
between every third and fourth year. The herd makes use of these
habitats in both the early summer period (July 1-15) and mid-summer
period (July 16-August 7), although far less frequently than in other
tracts.

27

Lower
significance

This tract is used by the Porcupine caribou between calving (May 26June 10) and mid-summer (June 11-30) periods. However use of this
tract is primarily during the post-calving period (June 11-30) and early
summer (July 1-15) period when the herd occasionally aggregates this
far west.
This tract has a moderate proportion of potential polar bear denning
habitat.

28

Highly
significant

This tract is needed by the Porcupine caribou to meet their life
requirements. We recommend not leasing this tract owing to the type,
frequency, and intensity of use by the Porcupine caribou herd. Impacts
predicted by Russell and Gunn (2019) that are likely to occur to the herd
from development in the program area have a high risk if development
occurs in this specific tract. In addition, this tract is one the most
significant tracts with respect to denning by polar bears in the program
area.
Tract 28 is used between every third year and every other year for
calving (May 26-June 10). During post-calving (June 11-30) and early
summer (July 1-15) it may be used as frequently as between every fifth
and third year. In the mid-summer (June 11-30) the herd will occasionally
use habitats in this tract.
This tract has a high proportion of potential polar bear denning habitat
and is tied for the fourth most denning locations previously identified in
the leasing area. Den sites are associated with coastal features but also
inland denning habitat along riparian corridors.
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29

Highly
significant

This tract is used by the Porcupine caribou during calving (May 26-June
10) and mid-summer (June 11-30) periods. However, the herd’s use is
primarily during the early summer (July 1-15) period and is less frequent
than areas to the east.
This tract is tied for the fourth most denning locations previously
identified in the leasing area and, as such, is significant habitat for land
denning polar bears. It is also adjacent to a major cluster of denning
activity associated with both barrier islands and riparian features.
Together this area forms a significant maternity area for polar bears.
While more inland features are not used by either of the two main values
comment on, the current juxtaposition of this tract should preclude it
from further consideration.

30

Highly
significant

This tract is used by the Porcupine caribou between the calving (May 26June 10) and mid-summer (June 11-30) periods. However, use is
primarily during the post-calving (June 11-30) and early summer (July 115) periods when the herd occasionally aggregates this far west. Use
during the post-calving (June 11-30) period may be as frequent as every
third year in the southeast corner, while the tract as a whole is
frequented every fourth year on average.
This tract is tied for the second most denning locations previously
identified in the leasing area and, as such, is significant for land denning
polar bears. It is also adjacent to a major cluster of denning activity
associated with both barrier islands and riparian features. Together this
area forms a significant maternity area for polar bears. While more inland
features are not used by either of the two main values comment on, the
current juxtaposition of this tract should preclude it from further
consideration

31

Lower
significance

This tract is used by the Porcupine caribou between the calving (May 26June 10) and mid-summer (June 11-30) periods. However, use is
primarily during the post-calving (June 11-30) and early summer (July 115) periods when the herd occasionally aggregates this far west. Use
during the post-calving (June 11-30) period may be as frequent as every
fourth year.
This tract has significant quantities of potential polar bear habitat and
has been used for polar bear denning habitat in the past. It is proximal to
a significant number of previously documented polar bear den locations.
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32

Moderately
significant

Porcupine caribou use habitats adjacent to this tract frequently from the
calving (May 26-June 10) period through mid-summer (July 16-August
7).
Polar bear denning habitat occurs in habitats immediately adjacent to
this tract.
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